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TOWARDS THE END of the

year 1811, there began to

be greater activity in levying

troops and in concentrating

the forces of Western

Europe, and in 1812 these

forces—millions of men,

reckoning those engaged in

the transport and feeding of

the army— moved from the

west eastward, towards the

frontiers of Russia, where,

since 1811, the Russian

forces were being in like
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manner concentrated.

在1811年末，开始加强对兵

员征集和西欧力量的集中，

到了1812年，这些力量——

包括军队运输和供养的人数

在内——从西方向东移动，

前往俄罗斯边境，地方俄罗

斯自1811年以来也在以类似

的方式集中兵力。

On the 12th of June the

forces of Western Europe

crossed the frontier, and the

war began, that is, an event

took place opposed to
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human reason and all

human nature. —

在6月12日，西欧的力量越

过了边境，战争开始了，也

就是说，一个违背了人的理

性和所有人的自然法则的事

件发生了。 —

Millions of men perpetrated

against one another so

great a mass of crime—

fraud, swindling, robbery,

forgery, issue of counterfeit

money, plunder,

incendiarism, and murder—
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that the annals of all the

criminal courts of the world

could not muster such a

sum of wickedness in whole

centuries, though the men

who committed those deeds

did not at that time look on

them as crimes.

成千上万的人们之间犯下了

如此之多的罪行——欺诈、

骗局、抢劫、伪造、发行假

币、抢掠、纵火和谋杀——

以至于全世界所有刑事法庭

的历史中都无法积累起这样
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一大堆邪恶行为，虽然当时

犯下这些行为的人并没有将

其视为罪行。

What led to this

extraordinary event? What

were its causes? —

是什么导致了这个非同寻常

的事件？它的原因是什么？

—

Historians, with simple-

hearted conviction, tell us

that the causes of this event

were the insult offered to

the Duke of Oldenburg, the
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failure to maintain the

continental system, the

ambition of Napoleon, the

firmness of Alexander, the

mistakes of the diplomatists,

and so on.

历史学家们以纯真的信念告

诉我们，这次事件的原因是

对Oldenburg公爵的侮辱，

未能坚持大陆封锁政策，拿

破仑的野心，亚历山大的坚

定，外交官的错误等等。

According to them, if only

Metternich, Rumyantsev, or
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Talleyrand had, in the

interval between a levée

and a court ball, really taken

pains and written a more

judicious diplomatic note, or

if only Napoleon had written

to Alexander, “I consent to

restore the duchy to the

Duke of Oldenburg,” there

would have been no war.

按照他们的说法，如果梅特

涅希，鲁缅采夫，或者塔列

朗在开场仪式和宫廷舞会之

间的时间里真的费心地写了
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一封更明智的外交信函，或

者如果拿破仑写信给亚历山

大，”我同意将公爵领地归还

给Oldenburg公爵”，就不会

有战争。

We can readily understand

that being the conception of

the war that presented itself

to contemporaries. —

我们可以很容易理解这是当

时人们对战争的构思。 —

We can understand

Napoleon’s supposing the

cause of the war to be the
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