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Idle reader: thou mayest

believe me without any oath

that I would this book, as it

is the child of my brain,

were the fairest, gayest, and

cleverest that could be

imagined. —

懒散的读者：毋需我发誓，

你可相信我，这本书若真如

我所说，即是我的心血结

晶，当是可想象之中最美

丽、最快乐、最聪明的。 —

But I could not counteract

Nature’s law that everything
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shall beget its like; —

但我无法抵御自然法则，即

一切将生其类； —

and what, then, could this

sterile, illtilled wit of mine

beget but the story of a dry,

shrivelled, whimsical

offspring, full of thoughts of

all sorts and such as never

came into any other

imagination — just what

might be begotten in a

prison, where every misery

is lodged and every doleful
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sound makes its dwelling?

—

于是，我这贫瘠、荒芜的才

情究竟能孕育出什么呢？除

了这个干燥、枯槁、古怪的

产物，充满各种思绪，任何

其他想象也从未涌入——宛

如在囚牢中所能产生的，每

一种苦难都安放其中，每一

声哀怨的响声皆安家于此。

—

Tranquillity, a cheerful

retreat, pleasant fields,

bright skies, murmuring
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brooks, peace of mind,

these are the things that go

far to make even the most

barren muses fertile, and

bring into the world births

that fill it with wonder and

delight. —

宁静、愉快的隐居、美丽的

田野、明亮的天空、潺潺的

小溪、心灵的平静，这些元

素可使即使最荒凉的启示丰

满，为世界带来充满惊奇和

喜悦的诞生。 —
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Sometimes when a father

has an ugly, loutish son, the

love he bears him so

blindfolds his eyes that he

does not see his defects, or,

rather, takes them for gifts

and charms of mind and

body, and talks of them to

his friends as wit and grace.

—

有时候，一个父亲若有丑

陋、愚拙的儿子，他对他的

爱会如此蒙蔽双眼，以至于

无法看到他的缺陷，或者更
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