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Chapter 74. The Villefort Family Vault (#4E/R{@ZFKIEEIV)

Two days after, a considerable crowd was assembled, towards ten o’clock in the morning,
around the door of M. de Villefort’s house, and a long file of mourning-coaches and private
carriages extended along the Faubourg Saint-Honoré and the Rue de la Pépiniere. —
AXZE, BETRER, FZAREAESERBERENEO, —KAWREMMRELGERXR
EEAHIEEIR/RARHTEMR, —

Among them was one of a very singular form, which appeared to have come from a distance.

HpE—MIEEFHNER, BERENZLERN, —

It was a kind of covered wagon, painted black, and was one of the first to arrive. —
XE—MEBEENNAEE, ERFIENZ— —

Inquiry was made, and it was ascertained that, by a strange coincidence, this carriage
contained the corpse of the Marquis de Saint-Méran, and that those who had come thinking to
attend one funeral would follow two. —

WeEAMl, HFITENE, SMEBRABRBZEENLK, BPLEFEARRSM—INELHA
MEZSMEI L. —

Their number was great. The Marquis de Saint-Méran, one of the most zealous and faithful
dignitaries of Louis XVIII. and King Charles X., had preserved a great number of friends, and
these, added to the personages whom the usages of society gave Villefort a claim on, formed a
considerable body.

T ABERS, ZEZEBREST/\NEETHNBRIBBENKEZ—, MERETIFSH
&, Bl LZRBHESIENHERIEAEEMXFINAYY, BT — N EREIEHAE,

Due information was given to the authorities, and permission obtained that the two funerals

should take place at the same time. —

RETHEXEEFRETIEITFR, BIELGER—EEET. —

A second hearse, decked with the same funereal pomp, was brought to M. de Villefort’s door,

and the coffin removed into it from the post-wagon. —

BIMRIBFTHEENREWSBERBRENR, EMNEELEBREITHEHP, —

The two bodies were to be interred in the cemetery of Pere-Lachaise, where M. de Villefort had
long since had a tomb prepared for the reception of his family. —

MEPHRBRIEZRAENSELNE, HRELSEREMNENRAES T —EE, —

The remains of poor Renée were already deposited there, and now, after ten years of
separation, her father and mother were to be reunited with her.

AJIRHERNEREZRETNERE, Wi, ERBTTF2ZE, HNRKSFS5HBER,
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The Parisians, always curious, always affected by funereal display, looked on with religious
silence while the splendid procession accompanied to their last abode two of the number of the
old aristocracy—the greatest protectors of commerce and sincere devotees to their principles.
ERALSRIE, SEBEFILNMEEMRD, lREBHENEXIZRANE, FIEERAIE
R A—aeFANEIGRIFE, BLMESHMIIEN, EtlsE—E

In one of the mourning-coaches Beauchamp, Debray, and Chateau-Renaud were talking of the

very sudden death of the marchioness.

E—iRE L, RRDE. EHEFENLSIMRKLELEFHIRAEL,

“I saw Madame de Saint-Méran only last year at Marseilles, when | was coming back from

Algiers,” said Chateau-Renaud; —

‘BEFEDENIZMBEARA, BIHMFIRERER, LS MAREE; —

“she looked like a woman destined to live to be a hundred years old, from her apparent sound
health and great activity of mind and body. —

‘Mt E EENRRIENRE, MHEHRNEIEEI—BSHNLA, TEEREHRTZDEEIE
ﬁ;ﬁﬂfo -

How old was she?”

B KREFLT 2"

“Franz assured me,” replied Albert, “that she was sixty-six years old. —

‘SRR EIRF, "FIRIEIZR, “WARTARET, —

But she has not died of old age, but of grief; —
{EWZ;IE%?E% ﬁlﬁ/_kE.jjlu\'{jJ ’

it appears that since the death of the marquis, which affected her very deeply, she has not

completely recovered her reason.”

RABMNEEELE, BM—ELRETEREEE,

“But of what disease, then, did she die?” asked Debray.
“BRYt R IE T+ AR AwIE ? {EM S [EE,

“It is said to have been a congestion of the brain, or apoplexy, which is the same thing, is it
not?”

‘RN, HERK, BAE—EFE?”

“Nearly.”
CERBIE,
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“It is difficult to believe that it was apoplexy,” said Beauchamp. —

“RIERERTRMX, RRDERRE, —

“Madame de Saint-Méran, whom | once saw, was short, of slender form, and of a much more

nervous than sanguine temperament; —

LTI REB=RABME/, AREESF, MEILIMRERDMER

grief could hardly produce apoplexy in such a constitution as that of Madame de Saint-Méran.”

XAERAB L F AR gEE AR5 & X,

“At any rate,” said Albert, “whatever disease or doctor may have killed her, M. de Villefort, or
rather, Mademoiselle Valentine,—or, still rather, our friend Franz, inherits a magnificent fortune,
amounting, | believe, to 80,000 livres per annum.”

BERMT AR AEERTH, H/RESLE, HBHRMCT VA, BEEMBUIMIE, FAHY
AR FRBAR, R —EESRIN =, |\, BFARISHEH,

“And this fortune will be doubled at the death of the old Jacobin, Noirtier.”

“MEERSEREENEEREREME, XM= EEE,

“That is a tenacious old grandfather,” said Beauchamp. “Tenacem propositi virum. —

“BR—ATEENEER, "EHIE, “ME—ITRENA, —

| think he must have made an agreement with death to outlive all his heirs, and he appears

likely to succeed. —

A —ESIEMIAR 7MY, BEIMAEMNHSEAN, MEMUFHERMIN. —

He resembles the old Conventionalist of ‘93, who said to Napoleon, in 1814, ‘“You bend
because your empire is a young stem, weakened by rapid growth. —

XA FL7RFEMER I EENE, EISUENZER T, FRERREAFHNTER —IRFIR
RIiR%, EPRERRKMESESE. —

Take the Republic for a tutor; let us return with renewed strength to the battle-field, and |
promise you 500,000 soldiers, another Marengo, and a second Austerlitz. —

IEHFER A ENSI; IERNHFERNANEER 7, RRERIEBRB50TE, X—15
ex, BNREANR, —

Ideas do not become extinct, sire; they slumber sometimes, but only revive the stronger before

they sleep entirely.

BRARE, ET; elERNE, BEETEAEZAEIRSEMERMED,

“Ideas and men appeared the same to him,” said Albert. —

TR, BREMAZ R, "FRE, —
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“One thing only puzzles me, namely, how Franz d’Epinay will like a grandfather who cannot be
separated from his wife. —

‘RE-HFILRRIEE, BARHFR BRIPREEKELABF - ILTEEEFDAER

But where is Franz?”

B FHEREWE 2

“In the first carriage, with M. de Villefort, who considers him already as one of the family.”

‘EE-MDER, NEAERLE—E, BEETEEEHMUIRAZ—,

Such was the conversation in almost all the carriages; —

NVFRENDE X FTIE, —

these two sudden deaths, so quickly following each other, astonished everyone, but no one
suspected the terrible secret which M. d’Avrigny had communicated, in his nocturnal walk to M.
de Villefort. —

X AR T A duE Iz EL L, EENABRINRT, BEREANRERXEEELER
F R EEEREEEZENTAWE, —

They arrived in about an hour at the cemetery; —

RY—NNEfE, INZAT =, —

the weather was mild, but dull, and in harmony with the funeral ceremony. —

XK=EHM, BERE, SELNIEME —

Among the groups which flocked towards the family vault, Chateau-Renaud recognized Morrel,
who had come alone in a cabriolet, and walked silently along the path bordered with yew-trees.
ERRKEENEEZNRAET, ESFRFIHTAEDEERE - ANRE/R, F#FHLERES
H/NEESE.,

“You here?” said Chéteau-Renaud, passing his arms through the young captain’s; —

“REEXE?ESHFUE, BREEFELRNBL; —

“are you a friend of Villefort's? How is it that | have never met you at his house?”

“IRRARBHIAARE ? FEAMNRREMR IR ?

“I am no acquaintance of M. de Villefort’s,” answered Morrel, “but | was of Madame de Saint-
Méran. —

“BAERBRENIR, "REROEFE, BRINAZB=XA,
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” Albert came up to them at this moment with Franz.
Bel/R DAL 2 IEFN 35 BAZZ — & E 2 A TER AT

“The time and place are but ill-suited for an introduction.” said Albert; —
“EAREFMSRAKRES N R, PRIGE; —

“but we are not superstitious. M. Morrel, allow me to present to you M. Franz d’Epinay, a
delightful travelling companion, with whom | made the tour of Italy. My dear Franz, M.
Maximilian Morrel, an excellent friend | have acquired in your absence, and whose name you
will hear me mention every time | make any allusion to affection, wit, or amiability.”
BRATRNEE, EEREE, ATFREENB— T XUFHR-BIRRREE, —MaRVIRIT
a8, Mtt—EIINETEKRR, EFEMNHRR, IURERAEERREMAENHEERIA—
MREFAR, BXREIRE, SENREN, MBS RREIHNEF,

Morrel hesitated for a moment; he feared it would be hypocritical to accost in a friendly manner
the man whom he was tacitly opposing, but his oath and the gravity of the circumstances
recurred to his memory; —

RERMB T —2)L; wBORFHAMEFRMIABILEESEN, BHNESNERE
Ry X EE T thaviciZh; —

he struggled to conceal his emotion and bowed to Franz.

318N E CHIER, BIFHERE T — 1585,

“Mademoiselle de Villefort is in deep sorrow, is she not?” said Debray to Franz.
“EREXFHRI, HREBHE/NEEEHRD, G2

“Extremely,” replied he; “she looked so pale this morning, | scarcely knew her.”

“EEHL, MbEZFN, “WSXELReER, RILF ALK,

These apparently simple words pierced Morrel to the heart. —

XLEE S BERRRBE T EE R, —

This man had seen Valentine, and spoken to her! —
ENMARANIRRT, FHfREE! —

The young and high-spirited officer required all his strength of mind to resist breaking his oath.

XUFRMESHNEEFTEENRAETEMNESH SN, —

He took the arm of Chateau-Renaud, and turned towards the vault, where the attendants had

already placed the two coffins.

G EE-FEMEE, ZOELERTFAMEMIEER.

6
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“This is a magnificent habitation,” said Beauchamp, looking towards the mausoleum; —

‘R BEMNER, BaEREERNE; —

“a summer and winter palace. You will, in turn, enter it, my dear d’Epinay, for you will soon be

numbered as one of the family. —

C—ABEXMEXRWER. RR, FENETE, UBIFARERIZZ —HAER, —

I, as a philosopher, should like a little country-house, a cottage down there under the trees,

without so many free-stones over my poor body. —

ER—IMEZER, REBE—NMN2EIBIE, EREHT, KREBLSGREEHTIRNE L,

In dying, | will say to those around me what Voltaire wrote to Piron: —

IR, HEWBBMANRERRREGR LIE: —

‘Eo rus, and all will be over.” But come, Franz, take courage, your wife is an heiress.”

‘B, —tIEMRER. "BER, RIE, HER, RIFER, (FNEF2IMHEA.

“Indeed, Beauchamp, you are unbearable. —
‘B, EiE, MERRAT. —

Politics has made you laugh at everything, and political men have made you disbelieve
everything. —
BUALLIFI —tIEEMAE, MBUARILEN —IETHEE —

But when you have the honor of associating with ordinary men, and the pleasure of leaving
politics for a moment, try to find your affectionate heart, which you leave with your stick when
you go to the Chamber.”

ERSMEFEEEBEARE, FEEEENSFIAKR, BIWEBPEERBENADL, EEME
WENS{RHNFER—EEBT,

“But tell me,” said Beauchamp, “what is life? Is it not a halt in Death’s anteroom?”
“BREIR, "EER, “EEEMA ? EEAREIETHIRIZE B — XSG 2"

“I am prejudiced against Beauchamp,” said Albert, drawing Franz away, and leaving the former
to finish his philosophical dissertation with Debray.
“BrEREGEERL, "F/RAFRE, IEHEARALE, EEBAE—STERS KMy

FIEX,

The Villefort vault formed a square of white stones, about twenty feet high; —

BRGBRERA AN _TRRNEAEMNAGTEXE, —
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an interior partition separated the two families, and each apartment had its entrance door. —
REBBE—MRRERINREDF, MBS BEECHAON. —

Here were not, as in other tombs, ignoble drawers, one above another, where thrift bestows its
dead and labels them like specimens in a museum; —

FEXE, FEGEMENIMFE, FIHMEFRERE—E, L TRBREGIIA—HFIRCENAK
ERBPIR; —

all that was visible within the bronze gates was a gloomy-looking room, separated by a wall
from the vault itself. —

FEWRARI RHNRAR—NEERIBENEE, EEENEABH —BEDRAR —

The two doors before mentioned were in the middle of this wall, and enclosed the Villefort and
Saint-Méran coffins. —

RIERZINFEI MM TXEERE, EED5ILHERREMNZB=0EM, —

There grief might freely expend itself without being disturbed by the trifling loungers who came
from a picnic party to visit Pére-Lachaise, or by lovers who make it their rendezvous.
RIFFAINBRMRIA, FEWIPLNTFEIRN RSWERELENTIAAMRTN, BAEXE
BALLE Jo e = 1 = OB AR AT TR TF .

The two coffins were placed on trestles previously prepared for their reception in the right-hand
crypt belonging to the Saint-Méran family. —
A MEMBEBMAESEARBZREEENEFH TENRTF L, —

Villefort, Franz, and a few near relatives alone entered the sanctuary.

HWIRTE. FEARFLALDEFEHEAN T ZF,

As the religious ceremonies had all been performed at the door, and there was no address

given, the party all separated; —

BTFRAERBIXIVEEON, REATEHR, KRBT, —

Chéteau-Renaud, Albert, and Morrel, went one way, and Debray and Beauchamp the other. —

TR FURIMMRERE—NHRE, BHENESTHS —IAEE, —

Franz remained with M. de Villefort; at the gate of the cemetery Morrel made an excuse to wait;

FERFMARBAE—RGE—E; EREH, EERET—MEOFR;, —

he saw Franz and M. de Villefort get into the same mourning-coach, and thought this meeting

forboded evil. —

B N FHEIRFNLERIBRE L TR —MRE, REXXBEMNRENHE, —

2|
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He then returned to Paris, and although in the same carriage with Chateau-Renaud and Albert,

he did not hear one word of their conversation.

AREtEZIER, BASERRMMARIIGRAL—ME, BMErRMi1n—aiE

As Franz was about to take leave of M. de Villefort, “When shall | see you again? —
SR ES S HRETER, ARG ? fthioE, —

" said the latter.

FEIE,

“At what time you please, sir,” replied Franz.
RIS ERRE, &, "HEROEE,

“As soon as possible.”
"‘RIR, 7

“I am at your command, sir; shall we return together?”

“Bres T, k& BAl—EEEE?”

“If not unpleasant to you.”
“MRIERNTERIE,

“On the contrary, | shall feel much pleasure.”
‘B, BERIFESH, 7

Thus, the future father and son-in-law stepped into the same carriage, and Morrel, seeing them

pass, became uneasy. —
TR, RRUARNMZE—ELTR-WE%E, REREBEMNET, AHEEEAR, —

Villefort and Franz returned to the Faubourg Saint-Honoré. —
HREMFHERIR(E T R EIEEIRX,

The procureur, without going to see either his wife or his daughter, went at once to his study,

and, offering the young man a chair:

REBRBEEEMNEFHLIL, SAETHIRRE, HFAFEARK T —KETF.

“M. d’Epinay,” said he, “allow me to remind you at this moment, —which is perhaps not so ill-
chosen as at first sight may appear, for obedience to the wishes of the departed is the first
offering which should be made at their tomb, —allow me then to remind you of the wish
expressed by Madame de Saint-Méran on her death-bed, that Valentine’s wedding might not

be deferred. —

“BIEERE, "biHE, BERELAIEEE(R

EANHVHFARIBARTE, EAZIRMET
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BENWBERNMZEMITNERE M ENHE—LRREMRZB=XR AT RENTRAINFE,
BIARZEHE R T EIL. —

You know the affairs of the deceased are in perfect order, and her will bequeaths to Valentine
the entire property of the Saint-Méran family; —

REE, BMREB=XANESZLESHHAESR, BHWERBTENZB=RENM=EELT
T —

the notary showed me the documents yesterday, which will enable us to draw up the contract
immediately. —

NMEAMERBFRTR T XM, XFERATEBILNEESE, —

You may call on the notary, M. Deschamps, Place Beauveau, Faubourg Saint-Honoré, and you
have my authority to inspect those deeds.”

RAIAER NIEAEEIEEET, EREIEEAHNEAXERI 17, MEHEREZERILEX
. 7

“Sir,” replied M. d’Epinay, “it is not, perhaps, the moment for Mademoiselle Valentine, who is in
deep distress, to think of a husband; —

‘R, MEREEZFR, “BITRAEARRME T IMEE R RINR; tEATRREhZH,
BHEL——

indeed, | fear——"

Indeed. F[EHEFEIL, 7

“Valentine will have no greater pleasure than that of fulfilling her grandmother’s last injunctions;

‘B THREUTHEBNREERARKIRE; —

there will be no obstacle from that quarter, | assure you.”

ERXHEAREEMARER, HEFRIE

“In that case,” replied Franz, “as | shall raise none, you may make arrangements when you
please; —

“BRHERYIE, "FREREIEFE, “BARIR MEMRERS, (Re]ALHMERREZMEE; —

| have pledged my word, and shall feel pleasure and happiness in adhering to it.”

HEZENT, AEHBTRIESFARRRINERE,

“Then,” said Villefort, “nothing further is required. —
“Bo, "HRRIAE, FEEMNEKRT, —

10
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The contract was to have been signed three days since; —

BREANE=XAIZET; —

we shall find it all ready, and can sign it today.”
BINSRIWEBREZT T, SKEATUZEE, ~

“But the mourning?” said Franz, hesitating.

“BEREREAE ? "HERM B iHE,

“Don’t be uneasy on that score,” replied Villefort; —
FUEARRIBIL, "H/RIBERIEE; —

“no ceremony will be neglected in my house. —

ERNRF, FRBEEMUARBR. —

Mademoiselle de Villefort may retire during the prescribed three months to her estate of Saint-
Méran; —

R/ ERMEN =B RIEEIAE R B =91t,; —

| say hers, for she inherits it today. There, after a few days, if you like, the civil marriage shall
be celebrated without pomp or ceremony. —

Hii MY, BAtSRLeRTE, EME, /LR, NRMEEENIE, BATEFLAERMAER
MANBITRESEL. "—

Madame de Saint-Méran wished her daughter should be married there. —

EB=RAFEMHZLEEBELIE. —

When that is over, you, sir, can return to Paris, while your wife passes the time of her mourning

with her mother-in-law.”

HX—tNERE, &, BRIUEER, MENEFFSNEE —EET BRI,

“As you please, sir,” said Franz.

‘BEIRME, STE, "HEARIL,

“Then,” replied M. de Villefort, “have the kindness to wait half an hour; —
‘B, "HEEREEMEFE, “BESFNE; —

Valentine shall come down into the drawing-room. | will send for M. Deschamps; —

BT FER, BUBEHAE; —

we will read and sign the contract before we separate, and this evening Madame de Villefort

shall accompany Valentine to her estate, where we will rejoin them in a week.”

11
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RINSESAZANEFEESE, SHREMBERARRERET —EFZMWNER, HiE—RAR
5#TCE,

“Sir,” said Franz, “I have one request to make.”

S, URRERRUL, "HE— B

“What is it?”
HAER?”

“I wish Albert de Morcerf and Raoul de Chateau-Renaud to be present at this signature; —

“BELBARI-E REREXNS R-E ENEMNBESIFIE; —

you know they are my witnesses.”

IEFEMATR IR TLIEA,

“Half an hour will suffice to apprise them; will you go for them yourself, or shall you send?”

‘R EBBEAMA] T ; BECERKMm], TRILAEX?

“| prefer going, sir.”

‘BERBEBECE, T4

“I shall expect you, then, in half an hour, baron, and Valentine will be ready.”

‘B, BE, FIHEREFE, RETRESET,

Franz bowed and left the room. Scarcely had the door closed, when M. de Villefort sent to tell
Valentine to be ready in the drawing-room in half an hour, as he expected the notary and M.
d’Epinay and his witnesses. —

HBERWBEBEATEE, 1—HA, ERREBEEMRASRERERE, EFX/INEESHEE
[T, BAfthFEENEAFRERESSEARMATIEA, —

The news caused a great sensation throughout the house; —

XNHBERBNEFESIETRA; —

Madame de Villefort would not believe it, and Valentine was thunderstruck. —

BHRBEBRANBEXNER, REREHBEEDOR,

She looked around for help, and would have gone down to her grandfather’s room, but on the
stairs she met M. de Villefort, who took her arm and led her into the drawing-room. —

NS AR, AR TREERAER, BAEERG L& TEL/RESLE, MizENFELH
wiE &[T, —

12
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In the anteroom, Valentine met Barrois, and looked despairingly at the old servant. —
FIOMTE L, ReRESE TES R, MppEmEEXMNE(IMA. —

A moment later, Madame de Villefort entered the drawing-room with her little Edward. —
RAZE, BHERBRATENEBEEANTET. —

It was evident that she had shared the grief of the family, for she was pale and looked fatigued.

BAMBERADZETER, BottlesH, BERRESE. —

She sat down, took Edward on her knees, and from time to time pressed this child, on whom
her affections appeared centred, almost convulsively to her bosom.
MAARR, IEESEERARLE, NI R ZEEX NIt FERERBRIZ T

Two carriages were soon heard to enter the courtyard. One was the notary’s; —

AAja, MASBEHRAANTIRF. ER—MWRQIEANE; —

the other, that of Franz and his friends. In a moment the whole party was assembled. —

H— MR FHERIMBAAARNZE, —RIBRE, BOAOBREE—E, —

Valentine was so pale one might trace the blue veins from her temples, round her eyes and
down her cheeks. —

MfeRMRETsH, N ARN—EERQREEE, THRERH, —

Franz was deeply affected. Chateau-Renaud and Albert looked at each other with amazement;

FHEPRARRRED), ER-FHENMRIVEEESESE, tHRF; —

A

the ceremony which was just concluded had not appeared more sorrowful than did that which
was about to begin. —

MIRIEERAVNAE EEXZANEEEE AR E S AR, —

Madame de Villefort had placed herself in the shadow behind a velvet curtain, and as she
constantly bent over her child, it was difficult to read the expression of her face. —

HIRBRAME—EXIBAMRSIRARE, MARELEEZ T, REiREwE RS —

M. de Villefort was, as usual, unmoved.

HIRBAEREE —1F, "RBIE

The notary, after having, according to the customary method, arranged the papers on the table,
taken his place in an armchair, and raised his spectacles, turned towards Franz:

PNUEATRRBIRG], ERF EEBEXG, FEERXRFHL, BLRE, 2RFHAR:

13
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“Are you M. Franz de Quesnel, baron d’Epinay?” asked he, although he knew it perfectly.
ISR HR-1B-EAR, BR-EBIRERAN? o], REtTE2IMNEX—R,

“Yes, sir,” replied Franz. The notary bowed.

‘B, k&, "HEPREEE, MERITT 1L,

“I have, then, to inform you, sir, at the request of M. de Villefort, that your projected marriage
with Mademoiselle de Villefort has changed the feeling of M. Noirtier towards his grandchild,
and that he disinherits her entirely of the fortune he would have left her. —
‘Mo, KL, BAMZBHER, RIBELERBEENER, BEELRE/NEEIGHRIBRERN
T TIRRREENMAANZHRE, MT2RT T HEEZRRI =, " —

Let me hasten to add,” continued he, “that the testator, having only the right to alienate a part of
his fortune, and having alienated it all, the will will not bear scrutiny, and is declared null and
void.”

‘BEEZWNA—R, "MbBEE, ERAIBNANELID M=, MEEZLSERELT,
XN BEREFEFRWENERN, EHRLR,

“Yes.” said Villefort; “but | warn M. d’Epinay, that during my life-time my father’s will shall never
be questioned, my position forbidding any doubt to be entertained.”

‘B, "HRBEIHE, ‘BEREESRERLE, EREENNE, BRFENEBELEATER, B
RO AL AR RVFF= AR IR,

“Sir,” said Franz, “I regret much that such a question has been raised in the presence of

Mademoiselle Valentine; —

“eE, "HERIE, “HAFEEBILREERCTFMN/ AL —

| have never inquired the amount of her fortune, which, however limited it may be, exceeds
mine. —

FARTITS I =250, (EXES L HBMR, BT THE,

My family has sought consideration in this alliance with M. de Villefort; —

BRAESHRBRENKBER T KEE;

all I seek is happiness.”

ﬁﬁﬁL*Eﬁ/\E%*go ”

Valentine imperceptibly thanked him, while two silent tears rolled down her cheeks.

FeT fafeEfthRaR T RS, MRETERIAREARBIREEIEE,

“Besides, sir,” said Villefort, addressing himself to his future son-in-law, “excepting the loss of a

portion of your hopes, this unexpected will need not personally wound you; —
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Chapter 74. The Villefort Family Vault (#4E/R{@ZFKEETV)

‘B, FBE, "HRBNERRMLIRERE, RTRETEDHE, XINEBEINIEBAZEIRE
RIMABE; —

Noirtier's weakness of mind sufficiently explains it. —

M.
B REEEENBHESBEZRBHER T, —

It is not because Mademoiselle Valentine is going to marry you that he is angry, but because
she will marry, a union with any other would have caused him the same sorrow. —

KE, FREAAMRCT/MABKSAMR, MAES, MEEAMBLLE, LieixsiE, thElsk
HIEERESR, —

Old age is selfish, sir, and Mademoiselle de Villefort has been a faithful companion to M.
Noirtier, which she cannot be when she becomes the Baroness d’Epinay. —

EFEAZRBM, L, MAEREIMEEERERERTENTEMHE, MEM DL TEEEE
RANEALTEBMIX—RT, —

My father’s melancholy state prevents our speaking to him on any subjects, which the
weakness of his mind would incapacitate him from understanding, and | am perfectly convinced
that at the present time, although, he knows that his granddaughter is going to be married, M.
Noirtier has even forgotten the name of his intended grandson. —
HRFEMEBRVRSERANLE S et T EIERRAVERNER, BT2WE, REMIALEAIAN
TEELELE, BIERERESEEZEETIC THRRMINLBHET, —

" M. de Villefort had scarcely said this, when the door opened, and Barrois appeared.
HIRBAENHTXAE, AT, BESLLIMT,

“Gentlemen,” said he, in a tone strangely firm for a servant speaking to his masters under such
solemn circumstances, —“‘gentlemen, M. Noirtier de Villefort wishes to speak immediately to M.
Franz de Quesnel, baron d’Epinay. —

“STEAT, MA—MENLEEENFEL TREHNENRIEMFERENOSKE, “E/REHR- 4
RIBREFREVNEHAR B TP RBENIE —

" He, as well as the notary, that there might be no mistake in the person, gave all his titles to

the bridegroom elect.

{1 2E A ERIE B Sk 1518845 T FBR,

Villefort started, Madame de Villefort let her son slip from her knees, Valentine rose, pale and

dumb as a statue. —
HWRIEBRIR T, #RERALILFMNERLEREETR, RETWER, BAELEE, KRG,
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Chapter 74. The Villefort Family Vault (Z4F/RIGZFHKIEETV)

Albert and Chateau-Renaud exchanged a second look, more full of amazement than the first.

FIRIFILZEEFARZRT IR, LEE—RERIT, —

The notary looked at Villefort.
PEANBEHERE.

“It is impossible,” said the procureur. —
“XEAFIEER, "REEIRE, —

“M. d’Epinay cannot leave the drawing-room at present.”
‘BRIZEERETESHEIT, "

“It is at this moment,” replied Barrois with the same firmness, “that M. Noirtier, my master,
wishes to speak on important subjects to M. Franz d’Epinay.”

‘ERIEZ], "EFSRURSNEEDNEE, EREE, BAMERRWEAN, FESHHR-EFE
REMBENERRIK,

“Grandpapa Noirtier can speak now, then,” said Edward, with his habitual quickness. —
“FHERMARTLNGIET, "BEEREIHE, —

However, his remark did not make Madame de Villefort even smile, so much was every mind
engaged, and so solemn was the situation.

PAT, fHENEFIRBELIIBRARER, BR8N ASERIEK, BRERSR,

“Tell M. Nortier,” resumed Villefort, “that what he demands is impossible.”

“EHIFERSE, MEIRUSRINE, MthERKNEAN TN,

“Then, M. Nortier gives notice to these gentlemen,” replied Barrois, “that he will give orders to
be carried to the drawing-room.”
“BR4, RIRTEBEMXLERLEA], "B REEFE, "I FTSWARIET, ”

Astonishment was at its height. Something like a smile was perceptible on Madame de
Villefort’s countenance. —

RIFAR TR, EMBRANE CEER — 2K, —

Valentine instinctively raised her eyes, as if to thank heaven.

MfeRMAGE IR RARES, AFERE L,

“Pray go, Valentine,” said; M. de Villefort, “and see what this new fancy of your grandfather’s is.

5, BB, BT, "EEAEERE, " BEREMERNFERERT4. " —
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Chapter 74. The Villefort Family Vault (Z4F/RIGZFHKIEETV)

” Valentine rose quickly, and was hastening joyfully towards the door, when M. de Villefort
altered his intention.

e TRRIGIES, MEMENOES, EEPBLERETER.

“Stop,” said he; “I will go with you.”
“/:_';::;; ”ﬁijr-l'}ELy “ﬁ/\$u1’1‘ E%o "

“Excuse me, sir,” said Franz, “since M. Noirtier sent for me, | am ready to attend to his wish;
besides, | shall be happy to pay my respects to him, not having yet had the honor of doing so.”
"BIRIR, SBE, "FHER, “BRASERERELEDRMEK, BESHEMNESE; I, BRE
ERMMEG, BRFELEIHFMNNE

“Pray, sir,” said Villefort with marked uneasiness, “do not disturb yourself.”

“FEIE, SBE, "R EREMRE, BAERBIERD.

“Forgive me, sir,” said Franz in a resolute tone. —

“BEIRH, t&, "HEAREBREMIHE, —

“I would not lose this opportunity of proving to M. Noirtier how wrong it would be of him to
encourage feelings of dislike to me, which | am determined to conquer, whatever they may be,
by my devotion.”

‘BABBRIXMEEABRF/REEIR, MNKNRERES AR, MBGROBEE RIS
KEREN, TENR(t2. "

And without listening to Villefort he arose, and followed Valentine, who was running downstairs
with the joy of a shipwrecked mariner who finds a rock to cling to. —

HEPR MBS HEEMESTE, BMESRERMT ML, B— I MEERLTHE T o] UKERE
a—#%, ATENRIEETTT,

M. de Villefort followed them. Chateau-Renaud and Morcerf exchanged a third look of still
increasing wonder.

M. de VillefortiR &[], ES-FENRERRIRT B = XBRIFIFHIER,
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Noirtier was prepared to receive them, dressed in black, and installed in his armchair. —

EHRIRBFRENRER, LEMOKFHE LESEZSMI, —

When the three persons he expected had entered, he looked at the door, which his valet

immediately closed.

SRR =MAREAG, tETE], HMEBMIZIETX L,

“Listen,” whispered Villefort to Valentine, who could not conceal her joy; —

“rE, "HIEEEN R, BT EECHER; —

“if M. Noirtier wishes to communicate anything which would delay your marriage, | forbid you to
understand him.”

“MBEFRFEEBMTLERANBRIERIFTVELL, BRLFIERBNEE,

Valentine blushed, but did not answer. Villefort, approached Noirtier.
RERWIELL T, BxBEZE, HIMBETIEFIR,

“Here is M. Franz d’Epinay,” said he; “you requested to see him. —

“XNURHR-BIRATE, i, REXRIM, —

We have all wished for this interview, and | trust it will convince you how ill-formed are your
objections to Valentine's marriage.”
AN AHEXR R RBEEIRI FLe R MAVIRIRM R ITZIER,

Noirtier answered only by a look which made Villefort’s blood run cold. —
EBRARET —MiLEMEERRANRMOS, —

He motioned to Valentine to approach. In a moment, thanks to her habit of conversing with her
grandfather, she understood that he asked for a key. —
e rERERPEL. RERMEBSHEHRIIZURMIIGR, LZABAMERR, —

Then his eye was fixed on the drawer of a small chest between the windows. —

EEMMIRBITEE - ZB8Y/MiE, —

She opened the drawer, and found a key; and, understanding that was what he wanted, again
watched his eyes, which turned toward an old secretaire which had been neglected for many
years and was supposed to contain nothing but useless documents.

whITAHAE, $ET—ICARL; FH, PBRXHERMBENKA, BXINEMIRE, IREYE
EA—PMEEZZFREREINERR, HPNZRAE-EXTANNH,

“Shall | open the secretaire?” asked Valentine.
‘BEITABREN ? "RAeFHeIE,
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“Yes,” said the old man.

‘Bl EARE,

“And the drawers?”
“AEHMREN?”

“Yes.”

R

“Those at the side?”

“FA R HHER ?

“NO_”
“Z;ZEE-”

“The middle one?”

IR FR S 2

“Yes.”

R

Valentine opened it and drew out a bundle of papers. “Is that what you wish for?” asked she.
REFWITAHE, EH—EXH. XZIFEERIIG ? "ia)iE,

“NO_”
“Z;ZEE-”

She took successively all the other papers out till the drawer was empty. —

X EHAMBEEMYX G, EEIHEEET Y, —

“But there are no more,” said she. Noirtier's eye was fixed on the dictionary.
“BESBEHEMNHEG T ‘MidE, E/REERETEFH,

“Yes, | understand, grandfather,” said the young girl.

“BH, BIEMT, FF FENTZE

She pointed to each letter of the alphabet. —
——REOFFRFNENINFE, —

At the letter S the old man stopped her. —
EFEskt, BEAEETH., —
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