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Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHELZ)

IN a narrow, darkened room, my father, dressed in a white and unusually long garment, lay on
the floor underthe window. —

£3kE, BENEEE, RRFEFE—HEHE. RERKNKER, WEEFF- TEOMRE, —

The toes of his bare feet were curiously extended, and the fingers of the still hands, which
restedpeacefully upon his breast, were curved; —

fhRAIRI IR SRR B, FRRMEINERRIRIFIEEME; —

his merry eyes were tightly closed by the black disks of two coppercoins; —

R KRR AN T RECRZ X ZMAE,; —

the light had gone out of his still face, and | was frightened by the ugly way he showed his
teeth.

thABEMIRE ERETHF, mELFENATNERREIEN,

My mother, only half clad in a red petticoat, knelt and combed my father’s long, soft hair, from
his brow to thenape of his neck, with the same black comb which | loved to use to tear the rind
of watermelons; —

HEFERF T —HIBMNET, BEXESR, AE—RECHRFIRIEERFERMITIRAIL
%, MESLEIRESN; RELEMAXREFHABNNE;, —

she talkedunceasingly in her low, husky voice, and it seemed as if her swollen eyes must be
washed away by the incessantflow of tears.

AR, DPHUMNEENEIEEE, MEMAKEIAREE(SFEREE AR B KM BER PRI,

Holding me by the hand was my grandmother, who had a big, round head, large eyes, and a
nose like a sponge adark, tender, wonderfully interesting person. —

HEESHIERNTF, MLERR, REAKN, 8FGEBE—F, B—1MXER, NEXR.
EEEBHIA. —

She also was weeping, and her grief formed a fittingaccompaniment to my mother’s, as,
shuddering the while, she pushed me towards my father; —

th SN, WRIRGSHREFENEGENA T —MISMNESHNASE, StEBEERERKRE
RIAffR; —

but I, terrified anduneasy, obstinately tried to hide myself against her. —

BE, BEXEFHEXAE, mEHMIEEECBERSE. —

| had never seen grown-up people cry before, and | did notunderstand the words which my
grandmother uttered again and again:

BZRIMARIE R EASRN, FANEBRRES—EX —EHRAE:



Chapter 1 (3URAMSHEIERBEEHKENIZ)

“Say good-by to daddy. You will never see him any more. He is dead before his time.”
‘WESRBI. MBHEIARMT, RELER, ”

| had been very ill, had only just left my bed in fact, and | remember perfectly well that at the

beginning of myillness my father used to merrily bustle about me. —
HEZLWRERE, NNEFK, HEBHMICE, MYNKELSERRFMERS AR, —

Then he suddenly disappeared and his place was taken by mygrandmother, a stranger to me.

AREMRARKRT, MR ZHENFHIEERNHEE,

“Where did you come from?” | asked her.

“fRMMBEESR ? "F (o) th,

“From up there, from Nijni,” she answered; —

“BABRAR, NTE, NEBEXRR, "HEIZE,; —

“but I did not walk here, | came by boat. —

BRALBEER, BRLHERE, —

One does not walk onwater, you little imp.”
—PNARBEREKLEITE, X NMNEK,

This was ludicrous, incomprehensible, and untrue; —
XEAXmiE, SARER, RNESL; —

upstairs there lived a bearded, gaudy Persian, and in the cellaran old, yellow Kalmuck who sold
sheepskins. —
B EEE-—NEBEXNBF. EMIVURIA, HHTZEBEEE - NEFERNHEN. EBRIKE/RAK
ﬁAo -

One could get upstairs by riding on the banisters, or if one fell thatway, one could roll. —
ARJBGEE =B R £, SEWNREET, HeJbURTR, —

| knew this by experience. But where was there room for water? —

BEIXENER, BEXEREEKIHERE? —

It was all untrue anddelightfully muddled.

XE2RAEZM. SARRIESL

“And why am | a little imp?”

BRI AR NERIE ?



Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHEL)

“Why? Because you are so noisy,” she said, laughing.

P4 ? BRI T, #RE,

She spoke sweetly, merrily, melodiously, and from the very first day | made friends with her; —

MhiRiEEHSE, WRIR, fisEth, AE—XKEIRHMAMAR THRR; —

all I wanted nowwas for her to make haste and take me out of that room.

HERE— B2 E IR S[IERE LA SE,

My mother pressed me to her; her tears and groans created in me a strange feeling of
disquietude. —

FIDBIEREENE,; WARBAMMEISERORSIET —MFRENAR, —

It was the firsttime | had seen her like this. She had always appeared a stern woman of few
words ; —
XEHE XX, —EE— M LVEFENREINTA; —

neat, glossy, and stronglybuilt like a horse, with a body of almost savage strength, and terribly
strong arms. —

REEE, X8, G-, HE/LFHEMNE, ULEEELINFE, —

But now she was swollen andpalpitating, and utterly desolate. —

[BIEMZRR, 1250, TEHE, —

Her hair, which was always coiled so neatly about her head, with her large, gailytrimmed cap,
was tumbled about her bare shoulders, fell over her face, and part of it which remained
plaited,trailed across my father’s sleeping face. —

WAk A SREM—MRBIENRE, L LEHBERKN, RIGSREMWIEF, NEHNABNECE
EMERENBE £, EEER THE £, MEBELRM LRSS WEERFEAENRE £, —

Although | had been in the room a long time she had not once looked atme; —

BAREZEREEIEG TRKAE, BARLBEEIR—R; —

she could do nothing but dress my father’s hair, sobbing and choking with tears the while.
PR T LAFRAEMKLIN, TABMAT, —@mnl. —AREER,

Presently some swarthy gravediggers and a soldier peeped in at the door.

RiR, —EiRERRIESEEN — NI EMTORSER,

The latter shouted angrily:
T RS :



Chapter 1 (3URAMSHEIERBEEHKENIZ)

“Clear out now ! Hurry up "
“MEHRR !

The window was curtained by a dark shawl, which the wind inflated like a sail. —

B R —REEENREEE, XRFESRKER, mE—2M. —

| knew this because one day myfather had taken me out in a sailing-boat, and without warning
there had come a peal of thunder. —
HAEXRRNE—XR, RKEFHHEFM, £FFPRAMWE, —

He laughed, andholding me against his knees, cried, “It is nothing. —
kT, IEHRWEREL, BE: gta, —

Don't be frightened, Luke!”
AEH, Fr!”

Suddenly my mother threw herself heavily on the floor, but almost at once turned over on her
back, dragging herhair in the dust; —

KA, BFREEMIRRE, EBLFDERBISER, BLLEESLTH;, —

her impassive, white face had become livid, and showing her teeth like my father, she said in
aterrible voice, “Close the door! —
WAL RMAKREEEH, BRE—HFELTE, A THNEFRE: XL ! —

... Alexis ... go away!”
LB TZE. S

Thrusting me on one side, grandmother rushed to the door crying:

AIEFHER—A, HEHRETTOXBE:

“Friends ! Don’t be frightened; don't interfere, but go away, for the love of Christ. —
‘BRI ABEER; AETFE, BREH, KMERIT, h TEENE, —

This is not cholera butchildbirth. ... | beg of you to go, good people!”
EXAZEL, MEN®. BIRIMIEHR, ERAMN]!”

I hid myself in a dark corner behind a box, and thence | saw how my mother writhed upon the
floor, panting andgnashing her teeth; —
BRE—NAENRERS, BE—METREE, NBERBIEEEMR LR, RES, RE
% —



Chapter 1 (3URAMSHEIERBEEHKENIZ)

and grandmother, kneeling beside her, talked lovingly and hopefully.
MERERSA, RRESHFEEHIRIE,

“In the name of the Father and of the Son ... | —

"B Fo X ! —

Be patient, Varusha! Holy Mother of God! . . —
Zmil, RED ! /BRI ! ... —

. Our Defense ... I”

BAWED... 17

| was terrified. They crept about on the floor close to my father, touching him, groaning and
shrieking, and heremained unmoved and actually smiling. —

FRBBLE, MA)ER E3IRNE, EEHRRE, MESM, WIS, mibiERFAD,
EEMRE, —

This creeping about on the floor lasted a long time; —

XMTER EIRITHIRRIS S T IRKAYE,; —

several times mymother stood up, only to fall down again, and grandmother rolled in and out of

the room like a large, black, softball. —

JUR, BEusicR, MXEET, NG I RKBRERAK—FERERIERRRE, —

All of a sudden a child cried.
KIAR—NZTFR TR,

“Thank God!” said grandmother. “It is a boy!” And she lighted a candle.
“EIREIH | ININIE, ‘BB ! R T — X EE A,

| must have fallen asleep in the corner, for | remember nothing more.

B—EREREREEET, AABMNZENE—TAMA,

The next impression which my memory retains is a deserted corner in a cemetery on a rainy
day. —
HICZEB T TN EIRR— I EMEN -1 RREE, —IWXR. —

| am standingby a slippery mound of sticky earth and looking into the pit wherein they have

thrown the coffin of my father. —

HsE—NMERMWHLESZD, FEMINIERRFENEMDENF, —



Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHEL)

Atthe bottom there is a quantity of water, and there are also frogs, two of which have even

jumped on to the yellowlid of the coffin.

MRBRZK, TERREEERI TEMNEESF L,

At the graveside were myself, grandmother, a drenched sexton, and two cross
gravediggers with shovels.

ENGOMR T HREEND. HETHENEEANANFHRMNRBENEZEL,

We were all soaked with the warm rain which fell in fine drops like glass beads.

B WA NINIRIB IR BRI TR T,

“Fill in the grave,” commanded the sexton, moving away.

MR I ENEERGSE, RAREAT,

Grandmother began to cry, covering her face with a corner of the shawl which she wore for a

head-covering. —

IR, AMREL EMRBEER, —

Thegravediggers, bending nearly double, began to fling the lumps of earth on the coffin rapidly,
striking the frogs,which were leaping against the sides of the pit, down to the bottom.

ENEBREIZEST, ARIuEIERRNEEN £, FIRLXMNB A ER SRR,

“Come along, Lenia,” said grandmother, taking hold of my shoulder; —

SR, R, "INRE, MMETRERE; —

but having no desire to depart, | wriggledout of her hands.

ERHEFEEH, BHIDIDNF.

“What next, O Lord?” grumbled grandmother, partly to me, and partly to God, and she
remained for some timesilent, with her head drooping dejectedly.
TR, W2 ININEAE, —EaNiE, —SHANWLEFR, ARtaE RN RTTIA
T —E&Rt ],

The grave was filled in, yet still she stood there, till the gravediggers threw their shovels to the
ground with aresounding clangor, and a breeze suddenly arose and died away, scattering the
raindrops ; —

BENMIERT, BAILERE, BEREETN T3, fHmSAESS, RA—FEMXIX
EXGHEE, AN v —

then she took me bythe hand and led me to a church some distance away, by a path which lay

between a number of dark crosses.

REMEERNTF, FTREITEN—ERE, BREORMEFZRENTFR,

7



Chapter 1 (3URAMSHEIERBEEHKENIZ)

“Why don’t you cry?” she asked, as we came away from the burial-ground. —
R AR 2 "BANEEZE AR, fio)E, —

“You ought to cry.”

“RRIZZR,

“l don’t want to,” was my reply.

"BAER, "XERFRMEE,

“Well, if you don’t want to, you need not,” she said gently.

“UFIE, NR(RAER, RMAAR, "R,

This greatly surprised me, because | seldom cried, and when I did it was more from anger than

sorrow; —

XAEFA JZIR, EAFRDSRGL, MERHSGIN, ESHNEEAFRMIEEG; —

moreover, my father used to laugh at my tears, while my mother would exclaim, “Don’t you dare
to cry!”

mE, BRIRFEEERMSKRIKIRE, MBMOBFESIAFRE, (RERBMILMREE

After this we rode in a droshky through a broad but squalid street, between rows of houses
which were painteddark red.
“WEHEMNLE-HULEE, £—FREEBRIBVEETFT, BEBERMRLE,

As we went along, | asked grandmother, “Will those frogs ever be able to get out?”

B, e ‘BESEIAIEE?”

“Never!” she answered. “God bless them! —
YKIEAR | "iElE, ‘BEFBREEN]! —

" | reflected that my father and my mother never spoke so often or sofamiliarly of God.
"HARR, BRFEMEERDZFMESEZMRE LW,

A few days later my mother and grandmother took me aboard a steamboat, where we had
a tiny cabin.

“NURIE, BREFMDDERE E—RZSMH, B8 =/,

My little brother Maxim was dead, and lay on a table in the corner, wrapped in white and wound
about with redtape. —

BEVNEREZERABELEY, WEAEN—KRTL, AEEREEEAEEIRRET., "—



Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHEL)

Climbing on to the bundles and trunks | looked out of the porthole, which seemed to me exactly
like the eyeof a horse. —

HCEMILE—ENITER L, DREIEER, BREERBRIRE—RIDMRE. —

Muddy, frothy water streamed unceasingly down the pane. —

EITHERKIRREAN N ER LR . —

Once it dashed against the glass with suchviolence that it splashed me, and | involuntarily
jumped back to the floor.

B—R, KRz A S ERIE, BETH, BAHEEhpmE R L.

“Don’t be afraid,” said grandmother, and lifting me lightly in her kind arms, restored me to
my place on thebundles.

“BIER, HHENLE, BEEREHZFNESERE, REIWILITEL.

A gray, moist fog brooded over the water; —

—BEREFNHEEEEKE, —

from time to time a shadowy land was visible in the distance, only tobe obscured again by the
fog and the foam. —

AR, EAEEER I —H LML, BRRNBESNERER T, —

Everything about us seemed to vibrate, except my mother who, withher hands folded behind
her head, leaned against the wall fixed and still, with a face that was grim and hard asiron, and
as expressionless. —
HATEEFrBHSYEIU RS, WRIBRISRIEENRE, WFEIXWENE, FEEEL,
—AE), B EHERE, FERE. —

Standing thus, mute, with closed eyes, she appeared to me as an absolute stranger.

WiXtFuhE, LS, AERE, NHEANHEHE—INTEEENA.

Her very frock was unfamiliar to me.

ERDERE IS TR AR R BIPE &,

More than once grandmother said to her softly “Varia, won’t you have something to eat?”

HERIFILRERN R, TR, RARZRREE?”

My mother neither broke the silence nor stirred from her position.

HEEERAITHRRE, EAEFE,

Grandmother spoke to me in whispers, but to rm mother she spoke aloud, and at the same

time cau tiously andtimidly, and very seldom. —



Chapter 1 (AURAMSREERBAHELZ)

HEENRREMRE, WEEWKSH, 28T mERI HRE —

| thought she was afraid of her, which was quite intelligible, am seemed to draw uscloser
together.
HuEER, IREZIERE, UFERINZEEEZT,

“Saratov !” loudly and fiercely exclaimed my mother with startling suddenness. —

GORIFER | REERAKREFMAZURE, —

“Where is the sailor?”

IKFEWE 2

Strange, new words to me! Saratov? Sailor?

SHERUL, XLEEFEERY, FRYENE | FAEER ? BR ?

A broad-shouldered, gray-headed individual dressed in blue now entered, carrying a small box

which grandmother took from him, and in which she proceeded t( place the body of my brother.

— N FEREEXERNEBE. RN MEEHRR, E5—NM\EF, HBERIET, ERFFN
FP#EB#Ex, —

Having done this she borethe box and its burden to the door on her out stretched hands; but,

alas! —

WIS FNEEMARAZEIO, BE, KR! —

being so stout she could only get throughthe narrow doorway of the cabin sideways, and now
halted before it in ludicrous uncer tainty.

iIRACRE, ReEMZ@ELNENED, WEE]ODEMHBETR,

“Really, Mama!” exclaimed my mother impatiently, taking the tiny coffin from her. —
“ERY, 1895 | "EEEAMOU T BN VNEIER ., —

Then they both disappeared,while | stayed behind in the cabin regarding the man in blue.

TR MAEHELT, MKBENEEEERNFEEKERNA.

“Well, mate, so the little brother has gone?” he said, bending down to me.

“UFIE, fKit, \BERET ? "I TR A,

“Who are you?”

R 2"

10



Chapter 1 (X FEEHSHREERZEHEZ)
“l am a sailor.”

“HEBR, "
“And who is Saratov?”

“EREREE?”

“Saratov is a town. Look out of the window. There itis!”
FERIFERZ—1ME, BE,. MERE !

Observed from the window, the land seemed to oscillate; —

MNEFREE, MHUFEER; —

and revealing itself obscurely and in a fragmentaryfashion, as it lay steaming in the fog, it
reminded me of a large piece of bread just cut off a hot loaf.

EESH, MEMAAERNANEMER, BERG—RETROAEE,

“Where has grandmother gone to?”

“WIHEW T 2

“To bury her little grandson.”

“EIEAVNINF, 7

“Are they going to bury him in the ground?”
“ftf 1ZE B E L EERG 2

“Yes, of course they are.”

‘B, SR, 7

| then told the sailor about the live frogs that had been buried with my father.

REREIR TR BCERIEZEN M —EIE T ENESE.

He lifted me up, and hugging and kissing me, cried, “Oh, my poor little fellow, you don't

understand. —

fiCiniesk, ZEBER, FEWHK, REWR, B, IRIINKRK, FABER, —

It is not thefrogs who are to be pitied, but your mother. —
RN ILESE, MSRIVEE,

Think how she is bowed down by her sorrow.”
BB E M S S, "

Then came a resounding howl overhead. —

BEER—FERNEIUE, —

11



Chapter 1 (AURAMSREERBAHELZ)

Having already learned that it was the steamer which made this noise, Iwas not afraid; —
HEZMBEXFEREMA LR, FIRFAARER; —

but the sailor hastily set me down on the floor and darted away, exclaiming, “I must run!”

EfnRAITIERMER L, AERICERF, KR, FBYRET !

The desire to escape seized me. | ventured out of the door. —

PR RBVEREIE T, FEREDLI —

The dark, narrow space outside was empty, and notfar away shone the brass on the steps of

the staircase. —

BIERENZEIMNEZL—A, TERNEES CET, —

Glancing upwards, | saw people with wallets and bundlesin their hands, evidently going off the

boat. —
Bk—28, REIFEZERENEENA], BERESHIR, —

This meant that | must go off too.
XERE RO M,

But when | appeared in front of the gangway, amidst the crowd of peasants, they all began
to yell at me.

BSFHLIEMEER, BE—EHREPER, tiEBAESERAXR.

“Who does he belong to? Who do you belong to?’
“fth 2 ER ? RETIE? "

No one knew.
LB AE,

For a long time they jostled and shook and poked me about, until the gray-haired sailor

appeared and seized me,with the explanation:

RS, EREH, BRRA, BRBMULLEAIKFHI, MEHK, BRE:

“It is the Astrakhan boy from the cabin.”
“XERE B BRIRETHRIFE S &, "

And he ran off with me to the cabin, deposited me on the bundles and went away, shaking

his finger at me, as hethreatened, “I'll give you something!”

“REMIEHRZERNRE, ERRERSY L, ARER, EEFRESHU, BIBE/E !

12



Chapter 1 (X FEEHSFREERZEHEZ)
The noise overhead became less and less. —

e ESKTRRMEE AN T, —

The boat had ceased to vibrate, or to be agitated by the motion of thewater. —
RS LETHRS), KEAEZEER. —

The window of the cabin was shut in by damp walls; within it was dark, and the air was stifling.

EEMEFPWHENEESE, BEmREB—H, E5SAEE., —

/.

It seemedto me that the very bundles grew larger and began to press upon me; —
KRB WAMEEEKR, FRFER; —

it was all horrible, and | began to wonder ifl was going to be left alone forever in that empty
boat.
—tNERFTA, HARBERRESSKEREBEIRRE 50 L,

| went to the door, but it would not open ; —

BERNO, BEREF; —

the brass handle refused to turn, so | took a bottle of milk and with allmy force struck at it. —

HEFERELD), TREAEE—MFM, €NFTTEER, —

The only result was that the bottle broke and the milk spilled over my legs, and trickled intomy
boots. —

ME—RERMBMRTFERT, FNMEERMRL, FRdTHRNWH#HTE, —

Crushed by this failure, | threw myself on the bundles crying softly, and so fell asleep.

e, BIRFERIUE, IMAERGY L, AR,

When | awoke the boat was again in motion, and the window of the cabin shone like the
sun.

STEERAEY, MXFWRBHNT, RENEFRRESHAME—1%

Grandmother, sitting near me, was combing her hair and muttering something with knitted
brow. —

AERSONEFIEEREL R, REBIWMEES, —

She had anextraordinary amount of hair which fell over her shoulders and breast to her knees,
and even touched the floor. —

WBEEIFENN—KELL, RKEBEE. W8, EERE, EEMKIEE, —

13



Chapter 1 (AURAMSREERBAHELZ)

Itwas blue-black. Lifting it up from the floor with one hand and holding it with difficulty, she
introduced an almosttoothless wooden comb into its thick strands. —

EREREN, M—FHENR CRE, BNMARFRBEERENRLZEA, —

Her lips were twisted, her dark eyes sparkled fiercely, while herface, encircled in that mass of
hair, looked comically small. —

wHEEHE, RENRIRBAEXIGRNAT, MBBRALKESRERNR, BRKiBiEMH),

Her expression was almost malignant, but when lasked her why she had such long hair she

answered in her usual mellow, tender voice:

iR RBLFRIER, BIFEIMATARKTXARKKAN, MAMRERFERESD

s

= =

“Surely God gave it to me as a punishment... . Even when it is combed, just look at it! . —

‘XN iZE EEABRMNET. . BERTR, MEE!. —

.. When | was young Ilwas proud of my mane, but now | am old | curse it. —

. FRERBABBKLEH, BIMEET, HERE, —

But you go to sleep. It is quite early. The sun has only justrisen.”

REERIE, MWETRSE., KFERIRIFE,

“But | don’t want to go to sleep again.”

“ERAEBER, "

“Very well, then don’t go to sleep,” she agreed at once, plaiting her hair and glancing at the
berth on which mymother lay rigid, with upturned face. —

“YFIE, IBFARIEE T, D ERERT, IEXLREMHE T, EEHBBEEEERMU L, KA
£ —

“How did you smash that bottle last evening? —
“HERRIREAFW T AT ? —

Tell me about it quietly.”

BESIFH.

So she always talked, using such peculiarly harmonious words that they took root in my
memory like fragrant,bright, everlasting flowers. —

i SR AT RHANEMNEERY, XA LESHFRRKIEZE—F, ERVCIZRERE
ﬁo -

14



Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHEL)

When she smiled the pupils of her dark, luscious eyes dilated and beamed with aninexpressible
charm, and her strong white teeth gleamed cheerfully. —

shSCHEESRET, FIURE. FERRBIEILYT KX, BAERUSWHIRS, VSR SRR
NIFE, —

Apart from her multitudinous wrinkles andher swarthy complexion, she had a youthful and
brilliant appearance. —

FRT iR 2 AR AN REIIBR ., MBERFEMBR, —

What spoiled her was her bulbous nose,with its distended nostrils, and red lips, caused by her
habit of taking pinches of snuff from her black snuff-boxmounted with silver, and by her

fondness for drink. —

IR Z MARPRIKAIE T, BFLKKA, MERNRERERE CBHREROIR, ULKEES
ﬂE"JéIEO -

Everything about her was dark, but within she was luminouswith an inextinguishable, joyful and
ardent flame, which revealed itself in her eyes. —

a—tNERZ RIS, (BiROHAEE —BILEE K., RAEMMRIIFIAE, X XIETEMAVIR
BHRRER, —

Although she was bent, almost humpbacked, in fact, she moved lightly and softly, for all the
world like a huge cat, and was just as gentleas that caressing animal.

SAMIKERE, LTFHEES —#, BEEMIRRMENE, ME—IEXE, MEHRE
ZHINY—HE,

Until she came into my life | seemed to have been asleep, and hidden away in obscurity; —

B2t AFRRIEERT, BUF—EEREDR, REERE. —

but when she appearedshe woke me and led me to the light of day.

BRI, MIREET 3, AAFKEDRBIARX.

Connecting all my impressions by a single thread, she wove them into a pattern of many colors,
thus makingherself my friend for life, the being nearest my heart, the dearest and best known of
all; —

A — IR EAMBMNENSEREE—E, BE(RAMTHZSEYE, NMEECHKAFKELERAA
X, DFRFELE RATHIAN; —

while her disinterestedlove for all creation enriched me, and built up the strength needful for a
hard life.
IR B RIS LRE, EHFETFEE, RRTRELEEFRFENNE.
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Chapter 1 (AURAMESREERBEHEL)

Forty years ago boats traveled slowly; —

@—i_ﬂiﬁﬁy F]n/\ﬂ'qgf ?Erzq -

we were a long time getting to Nijni, and | shall never forget those daysalmost overladen with

beauty.
BAE TRKINEAZEAERE, BRLE/LFHEMEEIN B FHATKITEUTIT,

Good weather had set in. From morning till night I was on the deck with grandmother, under a

clear sky, glidingbetween the autumn-gilded shores of the Volga, without hurry, lazily; —
RSEBEAT. NEEME, BEMDN—EERRL, AEENXZT, ERRINKEHEHIE
FZIEEERTT, BEARIL, BABRT; —

and, with many resounding groans, as sherose and fell on the gray-blue water, a barge
attached by a long rope was being drawn along by the bright redsteamer. —
FAEIEemERT, —RARERE—ENRMAEREENKE LD, SH1TF2ME
HIME, —

The barge was gray, and reminded me of a wood-louse.

B xRer, itREE T —RER,

Unperceived, the sun floated over the Volga. Every hour we were in the midst of fresh scenes;

AFBERR 0GR E1EAER), BNYNRBIESTHNSREZH; —

the green hillsrose up like rich folds on earth’s sumptuous vesture; —

2EmL ERIKREBSIRER ENFE/PMRIZIL; —

n the shore stood towns and villages; the golden autumnleaves floated on the water.

T% BIEHENNE,; SENMKMRZEEKE L.

“Look how beautiful it all is!” grandmother exclaimed every minute, going from one side of the
boat to the other,with a radiant face, and eyes wide with joy. —

‘B, X—UZEW | " NS BRASEMEM MK —AR B —AEs, kEFRELT,
RERRHBTENH. —

Very often, gazing at the shore, she would forget me ; —
yﬂ_’. %I*ﬁ?)h%l_ jJ EIL.\'LET?_‘X_, —

she wouldstand on the deck, her hands folded on her breast, smiling and in silence, with her

eyes full of tears. —

RUETERRLE, WFERBEMAT, MBI, REXFTEK, —
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Chapter 1 (3URAMSHEIERBEEHKENIZ)

I would tugat her skirt of dark, sprigged linen.
HehiAi e RE ST MENINL,

“Ah!” she would exclaim, starting. “I must have fallen asleep, and begun to dream.”
W SR, B EREE T, AREET,

“But why are you crying?”
BRI ATLRE?”

“For joy and for old age, my dear,” she would reply, smiling. —

“ATRE, ATHE, FEN, "MREOEFE —

“l am getting old, you know sixty years havepassed over my head.”
‘BEET, RENEME ? NTFEESERHKN Lk,

And taking a pinch of snuff, she would begin to tell me some wonderful stories about kind-
hearted brigands,holy people, and all sorts of wild animals and evil spirits.
ER—AESM, MwIMARAHRH—LEXTHOMNEE, ZENATSHE S CARIREH R 2RAY
ERHE,

She would tell me these stories softly, mysteriously, with her face close to mine, fixing me with
her dilated eyes,thus actually infusing into me the strength which was growing within me. —
MEERE, MATHAXENE, MHRREHRAE, REARIRBRENETK, MMLFR
FRBGEATEABRRALOEDNERNNE, —

The longer she spoke, or rather sang,the more melodiously flowed her words. —

iR SR, SEERUILIEIESRING, MENEEMEREDNR, —

It was inexpressibly pleasant to listen to her.

RIT A HA T LR R,

I would listen and beg for another, and this is what | got: —

‘B EEMRAZRKBBH—IEE, MXMEREI: —

“In the stove there lives an old goblin; —

“UWFEEE-RBIER; —

once he got a splinter into his paw, and rocked to and fro whimpering,‘Oh, little mice, it hurts

very much; —

B— Xt —RRFILE TMF £, EROERELLGES, W, NER, ENRE; —
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Chapter 1 (3REAMSREIERBEHIEZ)

oh, little mice, | can’t bear it!"”
B, NER, HIAT !

Raising her foot, she took it in her hands and wagged it from side to side, wrinkling up her

face so funnily, justas if she herself had been hurt.

inichl, BRFEETE, RER, WK, BEREREBE, MBS Hh T,

The sailors who stood round bearded, good-natured men listening and laughing, and

praising the stories, wouldsay:

ISESARIKFERREIIAF. DIERMA, MITAmaR, #AXEILHE, HiE

“Now, Grandmother, give us another.”

“IRTE, WO, BLAFATH—, 7

Afterwards they would say:

ZiEftfi=ix:

“Come and have supper with us.”

C—ERFNFA R E

At supper they regaled her with vodka, and me with water-melon; —

MRE L, tIAREINFRRES, AENREGHE; —

this they did secretly, for there went to and froon the boat a man who forbade the eating of fruit,

and used to take it away and throw it in the river. —

XA E RIS, Bt LB —NMNSARLERZKR, SEEEKRNHAANE, —

He wasdressed like an official, and was always drunk; —

people kept out of his sight.
MITERSRE NS I,

On rare occasions my mother came on deck, and stood on the side farthest from us. —

fBR, HEBESHRERRLE, BESHIISZH—MN, —

She was always silent. Herlarge, well-formed body, her grim face, her heavy crown of plaited,
shining hair all about her was compact andsolid, and she appeared to me as if she were
enveloped in a fog or a transparent cloud, out of which she lookedunamiably with her gray
eyes, which were as large as grandmother’s.

B ETEN), WHEKR. WmERSE, KERAVAE, A—KILN#EF. NINRRK &1L
BERG—FIRINESHERNTEZF, REBNRERINE—FX,
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Chapter 1 (3REAMSREIERBEHIEZ)

Once she exclaimed sternly:

B—X, trERRE:

“People are laughing at you, Mama!”

“ANEERISRR, 1355 !

“God bless them!” answered grandmother quite unconcerned. —

wRIEMA) | T EEREREEE, —

“Let them laugh, and good luck to 'em.”

“SEBARIE, #Ri1FIE",

| remember the childish joy grandmother showed at the sight of Nijni. Taking my hand, she
dragged me to theside, crying:

HICHINERBIEARRBRMMNZFIRNEN. AERNTF, MiEERERML, BWE:

“Look! Look how beautiful it is! That’s Nijni, that is ! —
“E | BIRRZEW ! FEER, MEBAN! —

There ‘s something heavenly about it. Look at the churchtoo. Doesn't it seem to have wings’?

XEE-MX LMWL, BEENRENE, cUFEAE—#, —

” And she turned to my mother, nearly weeping. —

" gL, JLFERT, —

“Varusha, look, won't you?
‘)L, REE, 1TMT?

Come here! You seem to have forgotten all about it. Can’t you show a little gladness?”

BRER | RIFEREET TIE, FEeRMb—<ERHG 2"

My mother, with a frown, smiled bitterly.

I HEERENMRIKRERE X

When the boat arrived outside the beautiful town between two rivers blocked by vessels, and
bristling withhundreds of slender masts, a large boat containing many people was drawn
alongside it. —

SFEERMFARZBIRET/NE, BEERTHE REREMT, %L R EEN, —8F
MEFZARKRIEETER, —
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