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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

In a certain reign there was a lady not of the first rank whom the emperor loved more than any
of the others. —

EEANESNK, EFENAARE —FINLL, MEAREEEN—L, —

The grand ladies with high ambitions thought her a presumptuous upstart, and lesser ladies
were still more resentful. —

BEF LA VAR —NME=ZNREF, MER—RISTEMNUEDES —

Everything she did offended someone. Probably aware of what was happening, she fell
seriously ill and came to spend more time at home than at court. —

MR —tIEREIE TREA, MrIRRRE TIEEAENEE, BEE4LKR, BESEEEHE
KEMIEEE, —

The emperor’s pity and affection quite passed bounds. —
EFMNRENREBEELBI T RE. —

No longer caring what his ladies and courtiers might say, he behaved as if intent upon stirring
gossip.
i RBERMHEMNEZEMARENTERIGENA, RUFHEHNEZIERNSEIE,

His court looked with very great misgiving upon what seemed a reckless infatuation. —
AR MR EEMIMEUSFERT, —

In China just such an unreasoning passion had been the undoing of an emperor and had
spread turmoil through the land. —
EPE, ERXMERNIESH T —UEFTNEKX, AHRTEI. —

As the resentment grew, the example of Yang Kuei-fei was the one most frequently cited
against the lady.
FEERIRAVIER, MRENHFEEHRARRNXMVL L,

She survived despite her troubles, with the help of an unprecedented bounty of love. —
REE&MiER, wESFNENRBETEFT R, —

Her father, a grand councillor, was no longer living. —

WEIRE, —UKER, EEEM, —

Her mother, an old-fashioned lady of good lineage, was determined that matters be no different
for her than for ladies who with paternal support were making careers at court. —

WrEE, —(MEANHESRFNEZL, REILMIGEARTFIRLERXESIF NERELRE
E"Jt:to -



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

The mother was attentive to the smallest detail of etiquette and deportment. —

X E AL AN ZE LRV Z B IEE R iE, —

Yet there was a limit to what she could do. —

AT PTEEMRI R BIR, —

The sad fact was that the girl was without strong backing, and each time a new incident arose
she was next to defenseless.

SABIMRELRXU LR BBANSTY, BAREMNSES, waf/LFELHN,

It may have been because of a bond in a former life that she bore the emperor a beautiful son,
a jewel beyond compare. —
WIFRRIERIEY, WAEFTET —IMEWMELLLWIILF, — M ESRLENEE, —

The emperor was in a fever of impatience to see the child, still with the mother’s family; —
EWEARFHBIIBNZF, ZFEESEFRERE; —

and when, on the earliest day possible, he was brought to court, he did indeed prove to be a
most marvelous babe. —

SR FERMERN—REHREEN, thIWIERE—TMEFEMIFHNEIL —

The emperor’s eldest son was the grandson of the Minister of the Right. The world assumed
that with this powerful support he would one day be named crown prince; —

EFNRKFREAKRKENIF, HAAAEEIMERSZS, WEH-HIWH AT —

but the new child was far more beautiful. —
(BFENZFAEMEN, —

On public occasions the emperor continued to favor his eldest son. —

ERFRE, EWRINAREMHIRKE, —

The new child was a private treasure, so to speak, on which to lavish uninhibited affection.

MEMNZFEIIUAR—IMRANEE, JUEXTHIMEEER.

The mother was not of such a low rank as to attend upon the emperor’s personal needs. —

BEEMBMNANMEN, FETEEREHFTHIATR, —

In the general view she belonged to the upper classes. —
E—REMSAR, ETFLLRtS. —

He insisted on having her always beside him, however, and on nights when there was music or

other entertainment he would require that she be present. —



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)
A, MBHE-—ERMRES L, TEEREMERERRIRME, ththEXtE7D, —

Sometimes the two of them would sleep late, and even after they had risen he would not let her

go. —
BEERMMIIAASERERM, EKEMHMEBAKRFE. —

Because of his unreasonable demands she was widely held to have fallen into immoderate
habits out of keeping with her rank.

ATFMASENENR, MBI ZIARBAT SHBNAFHIRMASIRF,

With the birth of the son, it became yet clearer that she was the emperor’s favorite. —

fEE)LFRILE, EIERMRAMIEFNE/L. —

The mother of the eldest son began to feel uneasy. —

KFVBFEABREAZ, —

If she did not manage carefully, she might see the new son designated crown prince. —

MRMANOLIE, METERSBEIMENILFRIEENKRF, —

She had come to court before the emperor’s other ladies, she had once been favored over the
others, and she had borne several of his children. —

wEEMAFRERIEE, BE—ERETER, £t ZF. —

However much her complaining might trouble and annoy him, she was one lady whom he could
not ignore.
TEHIRR S 21O, hER— MELEBMRIL L,

Though the mother of the new son had the emperor’s love, her detractors were numerous and
alert to the slightest inadvertency. —
REXMIILFHEFEBE TEFTNE, BiiERENRZ BEYN, WREMNBRZEBME

&k

o

She was in continuous torment, feeling that she had nowhere to turn. —

MRS EANBEES, RISLTAATE, —

She lived in the paulownia Court. The emperor had to pass the apartments of other ladies to
reach hers, and it must be admitted that their resentment at his constant comings and goings
was not unreasonable. —

WIFEETE, EFUANFUEMETFRIBEEAERAMAIRSE], BIKIA, WA hIREHA

MR SRS EN. —



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

Her visits to the royal chambers were equally frequent. —

ihEEZFNRBEFINE, —

The robes of her women were in a scandalous state from trash strewn along bridges and
galleries. —

i 98 LRI ARE Jo A RFNE B L ELINRIRIIR M BISWRI=LE, —

Once some women conspired to have both doors of a gallery she must pass bolted shut, and
so she found herself unable to advance or retreat. —
B—R, —EZ ANZBERLNSINKEBIAEREF L, SRitLMEB ST ENEBRTER

iEo -

Her anguish over the mounting list of insults was presently more than the emperor could bear.

EXINEFHRESH, ILEFEUER, —

He moved a lady out of rooms adjacent to his own and assigned them to the lady of the
paulownia Court and so, of course, aroused new resentment.

fF— I F M E CHEEIZABERE, HREeEln BENYF, SR, X5lETH
152,

When the young prince reached the age of three, the resources of the treasury and the
stewards’ offices were exhausted to make the ceremonial bestowing of trousers as elaborate
as that for the eldest son. —

HENEFIA=DH, TEMERDLENZREEFER, UEHEI—(NARETESR KT
HEm, —

Once more there was malicious talk; but the prince himself, as he grew up, was so superior of
mien and disposition that few could find it in themselves to dislike him. —

BREHTEENES, ERMEE AKX, MHNSEMMEEEN, RUBAGBKIIEARNER
fmo -

Among the more discriminating, indeed, were some who marveled that such a paragon had
been born into this world.

KPR £, BRIEANAFE —EARNTEFE-—PNEENARHEEIMER L,

In the summer the boy’s mother, feeling vaguely unwell, asked that she be allowed to go home.

EX, INBZNEERISEEERTR, BXRAITFHEIR, —



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

The emperor would not hear of it. Since they were by now used to these indispositions, he
begged her to stay and see what course her health would take. —

EFAER, BRtEZIRTXERNE, thiEKEE TRESHNEBRIXNAZUNALRE,

It was steadily worse, and then, suddenly, everyone could see that she was failing. —

BRfFEE, AE, RAE, SMASBEELHBNERNERR, —

Her mother came pleading that he let her go home. —

MR B E RRMIEMEIR, —

At length he agreed.
RAMEET.

Fearing that even now she might be the victim of a gratuitous insult, she chose to go off without
ceremony, leaving the boy behind. —
RFHEOMIRETRINEM A —ITEZRKNRESE, MEREA LIS, E5REBEETS
Eo -

Everything must have an end, and the emperor could no longer detain her. —

—tEMBERL, EWBEHENERLT, —

It saddened him inexpressibly that he was not even permitted to see her off. —
L ELNZECEE XS T, —

A lady of great charm and beauty, she was sadly emaciated. —

R —MIIRERDFEMIL L, BAESIEAEUETZ,

She was sunk in melancholy thoughts, but when she tried to put them into words her voice was
almost inaudible. —

A T IMER AR, ESAEHESIERN, WES/LFRAR, —

The emperor was quite beside himself, his mind a confusion of things that had been and things
that were to come. —

EFRTEXRE, tHNEBERFRELEMARIERL,. —

He wept and vowed undying love, over and over again. The lady was unable to reply. —
fhUALKEKZE, —BX —B, XELXLEEN, —

She seemed listless and drained of strength, as if she scarcely knew what was happening. —

WIAFERBITR, HREAR, FRILFAMEBEAREN A, —
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Wanting somehow to help, the emperor ordered that she be given the honor of a hand-drawn
carriage. —

STHHREUEMANGEE, TLETFHAFAMNIENRE, —

He returned to her apartments and still could not bring himself to the final parting.

@2 aERT, FMNEFLBECEREFHIBL.

“We vowed that we would go together down the road we all must go. You must not leave me
behind.”
“BANBRE—EERAEDIERR, RAGEIEHRNER

She looked sadly up at him. “If | had suspected that it would be so —" She was gasping for
breath.
AR EEE M, “MRBEMESZRIHF—"HIR AT SR,

“I leave you, to go the road we all must go.

“BBFR, ERBATEBYDAENER,

The road | would choose, if only | could, is the other.”

NRILBEIEFMIE, RIEES—FE,

It was evident that she would have liked to say more; —

REABMARRESHNE; —

but she was so weak that it had been a struggle to say even this much.

B KESS T, EEXREBRIZ,

The emperor was wondering again if he might not keep her with him and have her with him to
the end.

THAEEERGRBMESL, BERRRE,

But a message came from her mother, asking that she hurry. —

BiEFERTHR, FEMEETE, —

“We have obtained the agreement of eminent ascetics to conduct the necessary services, and |

fear that they are to begin this evening.”

‘BAEZBIZRNFTTERERFITLENNI, BIBOMITSHRAEFIRT

So, in desolation, he let her go. He passed a sleepless night.

TR, RARAELERILMBEE, MERKE.
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He sent off a messenger and was beside himself with impatience and apprehension even

before there had been time for the man to reach the lady’s house and return. —

kT —MEEE, EANE, EEEFEERORZA, EETELR, —

The man arrived to find the house echoing with laments. She had died at shortly past midnight.

EERIAN, BYMBEFHARERF, EFRIBFERT, —

He returned sadly to the palace. The emperor closed himself up in his private apartments.

bt m =R, EFANAL, HEREMALEE,

He would have liked at least to keep the boy with him, but no precedent could be found for

having him away from his mother’s house through the mourning. —

fhAEELVEMEZFE—E, ERALZFEASERPIRALN, —

The boy looked in bewilderment at the weeping courtiers, at his father too, the tears streaming

over his face. —

INBIGEAMBERUNEE, BEMAKRE, BKBTMIRE, —

The death of a parent is sad under any circumstances, and this one was indescribably sad.
TREFMMBERLT, KBNFEEHEIG, MXXESEUS WA,

But there must be an end to weeping, and orders were given for the funeral. —

BRRULABIRL, BEAARESZEL. —

If only she could rise to the heavens with the smoke from the pyre, said the mother between

her sobs. —

N TEIIE R L, REMAIRBMAICAFAPAF ERE, —

She rode in the hearse with several attendants, and what must her feelings have been when
they reached Mount Otaki? —
WL MFL—ELAERER, StIRATHLN, BB EFRIE? —

It was there that the services were conducted with the utmost solemnity and dignity.
IERERE, ZALUREMRIZBRISGIVEHTT,

She looked down at the body. “With her before me, | cannot persuade myself that she is dead.
At the sight of her ashes | can perhaps accept what has happened.”

M E R, “SREINWEFN, RTEREHEEEE, MBERIMAER, SIFHRA6EE
FREN—H], 7
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The words were rational enough, but she was so distraught that she seemed about to fall from
the carriage. —

iHFERASREIE, BMhOZBLFILMENDE EETR, —

The women had known that it would be so and did what they could for her.

TANBNXFERE, ROELEM,

A messenger came from the palace with the news that the lady had been raised to the Third

Rank, and presently a nunciary arrived to read the official order. —

ERERER, RAKEH =M, BE—RAEMNREEZELGS, —

For the emperor, the regret was scarcely bearable that he had not had the courage of his
resolve to appoint her an imperial consort, and he wished to make amends by promoting her
one rank. —

EFRBAE, RBESIULMMAZRE, thAEEITRA—RIFHER,

There were many who resented even this favor. —

ﬁﬂ:ﬁkggﬁ' *q:llu\%i%/j_?'rﬁlrﬂio -

Others, however, of a more sensitive nature, saw more than ever what a dear lady she had
been, simple and gentle and difficult to find fault with. —

AT, BEAMBMAMNENE S THRES AERNEL, A B, AR, —

It was because she had been excessively favored by the emperor that she had been the victim
of such malice. —

i Z FRCAR A SRR, RRAAMERIEFINNRE. —

The grand ladies were now reminded of how sympathetic and unassuming she had been. —

ARRABE SN ES ARMEHRD, —

It was for just such an occasion, they remarked to one another, that the phrase “how well one
knows” had been invented.

iR, "ERAT Mt 7 iX A B IRR AL RIET,

The days went dully by. The emperor was careful to send offerings for the weekly memorial

services. —

HF —RAZHMEET, EFEOMEEERESFEHAMERENN. —

His grief was unabated and he spent his nights in tears, refusing to summon his other ladies. —

RSB LIAmAR, RRERAE, EEAREMIYITHESK. —

10



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

His serving women were plunged into dew-drenched autumn.

fRIRF AT T BRI TIERIFA KR H,

There was one lady, however, who refused to be placated. —

A, B—NULTIELFF TR, —

“How ridiculous,” said the lady of the Kokiden pavilion, mother of his eldest son, “that the

infatuation should continue even now.”

‘BoRIBW, "EEENBRIWLL, MAILFIEER, XMMERAMNTERS,

The emperor’s thoughts were on his youngest son even when he was with his eldest. —

2w SKNILFE—EN, DEAECEMINLF. —

He sent off intelligent nurses and serving women to the house of the boy’s grandmother, where
he was still in residence, and made constant inquiry after him.

Ik EEBRNREBAGZREZ FDNNRE, MINERERE, FEEEEtEER.

The autumn tempests blew and suddenly the evenings were chilly. —

FRNEEE, RAERLBEEL, —

Lost in his grief, the emperor sent off a note to the grandmother. —

BAEREZHR, EFKAZEZ—IFHELEZTFIDNN. —

His messenger was a woman of middle rank called Myobu, whose father was a guards officer.

IRENEER—MHEFEONLATEYE, BHORFEREIEMNEE, —

It was on a beautiful moonlit night that he dispatched her, a night that brought memories. —

E—1NEMMA®K, MXETH, — N EREZHEME, —

On such nights he and the dead lady had played the koto for each other. —
FEXEFNRMG, MBI ERIREE, —

Her koto had somehow had overtones lacking in other instruments, and when she would
interrupt the music to speak, the words too carried echoes of their own. —

R ST EE M RRBEAERZAHEN, MIAMHPEE RHER, XEIFERTEBCHEN,

Her face, her manner — they seemed to cling to him, but with “no more substance than the

lucent dream.”

WEEE, MEYELE — ENUFHRERS £, E@RZRNEL—F,

11
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Myobu reached the grandmother’s house. —

WHIATHEBNR, —

Her carriage was drawn through the gate — and what a lonely place it was! —

W DEFUKN] — MRS LRENMT | —

The old lady had of course lived in widowed retirement, but, not wishing to distress her only
daughter, she had managed to keep the place in repair. —

EAXEAZMAMB RHvEX M A EEL, BRATALECH—NLILGLD, MiREFREE
BFHEE, —

Now all was plunged into darkness. The weeds grew ever higher and the autumn winds tore

threateningly at the garden. —

MEMBM—EESEREZP, REME, MNEEREERE, —

Only the rays of the moon managed to make their way through the tangles.

REARAMEEFRXLELE,

The carriage was pulled up and Myobu alighted.
DZEET, WHTE,

The grandmother was at first unable to speak. —
HE—HBLTEAO, —

“It has been a trial for me to go on living, and now to have one such as you come through the
dews of this wild garden — | cannot tell you how much it shames me.”

WEHKG, & FER—MER, MAEMRIFFII N REEENEKRIBXE — KTLESRK
RXEZ AR E R,

“A lady who visited your house the other day told us that she had to see with her own eyes

before she could really understand your loneliness and sorrow. —

“BIN—MIZETRIJLRFFV TIRE, iR IR W 7 e B ISR RR(RRVAVIRFIAE B, " —

| am not at all a sensitive person, and yet | am unable to control these tears.”

"BARAZ— BRI, BERATEEHIXEIRE.,

After a pause she delivered a message from the emperor. —

E—EnAE, wEATERHWRE, —

“He has said that for a time it all seemed as if he were wandering in a nightmare, and then

when his agitation subsided he came to see that the nightmare would not end. —

12
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‘BT, B—KAE, —tIESREAEZ AN, ARIStIRERTER TR, thiRMiXF
EEZHLBERL —

If only he had a companion in his grief, he thought — and it occurred to him that you, my lady,

might be persuaded to come unobtrusively to court. —

MRS REB A, ME—MRABE, &, HHXA, BFSWIRREHEKRIEE,

He cannot bear to think of the child languishing in this house of tears, and hopes that you will
come quickly and bring him with you. —

LT ZERZFEIRRBZEEREY, FEEARERAIRAFTEM. —

He was more than once interrupted by sobs as he spoke, and It was apparent to all of us that
he feared having us think him inexcusably weak. —

i iGAS 2RISR TR, FAJERBREEL, thERBANA DML RIFBIREE, —

| came away without hearing him to the end. —

BASHHATMBER T, —

" “| cannot see for tears,” said the old lady. —

“BORRAE, RN, EAKR, —

“Let these sublime words bring me light.”

“EXERSHIXF HHEHERAH,

This was the emperor’s letter: “It seems impossibly cruel that although | had hoped for comfort
with the passage of time my grief should only be worse. —

XEEFNE: "SAREFEMENERUREREREEE, EUFRALNE, RIS EAE
@?\\o -

| am particularly grieved that | do not have the boy with me, to watch him grow and mature. —

B RIEGNRREZFEREE, BEMAK, —

Will you not bring him to me? We shall think of him as a memento.”

Ea] Bt R ? BAMFIEMER h— L Em,

There could be no doubting the sincerity of the royal petition. —
EXNERELROZE N, —

A poem was appended to the letter, but when she had come to it the old lady was no longer
able to see through her tears:

BERRENET —&1%, BHEAAREBRN, EBERILERIA, RIBEMT MM

13
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“At the sound of the wind, bringing dews to Miyagi plain,
‘KEER, LEWTFEFERENK,

| think of the tender hagi upon the moor.”
AR T78F LRIRBAIFKTE, "

“Tell His Majesty,” said the grandmother after a time, “that it has been a great trial for me to live
so long. —

"SR, —EREtEE, BINMU, “KAREEBEE, NHERHEZR—EXNER, ~

‘Ashamed before the Takasago pines | think that it is not for me to be seen at court. —

ESUMMZAIREER, BRSRANZEFHE. —

Even if the august invitation is repeated, | shall not find it possible to accept. —

EM%%M*KE’JJ%_E%ELEE BthAREERER, —

As for the boy, | do not know what his wishes are. The indications are that he is eager to go. —

ETHEZ, BAMBEMHIBERT4, MMTRKRBMEEENE, —

It is sad for me, but as it should be. please tell His Majesty of these thoughts, secret until now.

XN HRIFZEGH), BHENZE, BEFETIESE, BE2NESNENE, —

| fear that | bear a curse from a previous existence and that it would be wrong and even terrible
to keep the child with me.”
HERBENERHAER, itthS5RAE-ERERN, EEEFERY,

“It would have given me great pleasure to look in upon him,” said Myobu, getting up to leave. —

‘BABEEEM, "PHRAEESEF. —

The child was asleep. “I should have liked to report to his royal father. —

ZFEZEET. "HABAHENERER, —

But he will be waiting up for me, and it must be very late.”
Bt 2 FHFIRIRAY,

“May | not ask you to come in private from time to time? —

“FEED BRI A FA R RiAE ? —

The heart of a bereaved parent may not be darkness, perhaps, but a quiet talk from time to
time would do much to bring light. —

14



Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/&4E1)
— M RFZOBEAZERERE, ERBITHAOREK—K, HFRETFHH —

You have done honor to this house on so many happy occasions, and now circumstances have
required that you come with a sad message. —
REFZSRENZENZINREGTRRE, MREBBEKFHERINEGIER. —

The fates have not been kind. All of our hopes were on the girl, | must say again, from the day
she was born, and until he died her father did not let me forget that she must go to court, that

his own death, if it came early, should not deter me. —
MIEHARE, BAEABXIN, NLEEBXRE, HINFAENEEESFHHERS £, Bttt
=tt, AR TICHUNEHE, BEMRREH, BANMZIEFRGE, —

| knew that another sort of life would be happier for a girl without strong backing, but | could not
forget his wishes and sent her to court as | had promised. —

HANE» —MEEN FRBERAZGNUZRASEFE, ERNETICHNEE, ZBRIEE
MAEEE, —

Blessed with favors beyond her station, she was the object of insults such as no one can be
asked to endure. —

WG FRTFESMAUNEE, HMRAEANALTELZNEENR, —

Yet endure them she did until finally the strain and the resentment were too much for her. —

AT, WARTEHERLENDMEBHMRIEAKR, —

And so, as | look back upon them, | know that those favors should never have been. —

FTEA, SF/EME(IR, BRAMEMREFSEIANZLEE, —

Well, put these down, if you will, as the mad wanderings of a heart that is darkness. —

HIE, MRMFRBE, XL —MRENORNRITES. —

” She was unable to go on.

“WIHANTET,

It was late.

BB BERIE T,

“His Majesty says much the same thing,” replied Myobu. —

PET IR T RME, " YREEE —

“It was, he says, an intensity of passion such as to startle the world, and perhaps for that very
reason it was fated to be brief. —

“fihif, XR—MILHRRIREAE, BIFERPWNLL, FEREEN, —

15
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He cannot think of anything he has done to arouse such resentment, he says, and so he must

live with resentment which seems without proper cause. —

i, thABEBECEIRME T T4, FAEREDRSBRABHRENZR, —

Alone and utterly desolate, he finds it impossible to face the world. —

MIRMmIRELLEE, thRMAEEITIMER, —

He fears that he must seem dreadfully eccentric. —
fELECWERSIHEE, —

How very great — he has said it over and over again — how very great his burden of guilt must
be. —
fh—iBX —Eithis, MmAESHEVEEFEENE, —

One scarcely ever sees him that he is not weeping.” Myobu too was in tears. “It is very late. —
L SR LB R ERTESAL, " WHhtiBiAE, ‘EERMT. —

I must get back before the night is quite over and tell him what | have seen.”

B INERMERZAIEIE, SiFtHERH—. ~

The moon was sinking over the hills, the air was crystal clear, the wind was cool, and the songs

of the insects among the autumn grasses would by themselves have brought tears. —
AREWLLET, E58=5&, BXER, KEFRRNARF/LFMEILANREB —

It was a scene from which Myobu could not easily pull herself.
X — ML RIS RIAR,

“The autumn night is too short to contain my tears

“TRRAKFE, TiEEMNHAERE,

Though songs of bell cricket weary, fall into silence.”
SRBENREFCEREE, T TR,

This was her farewell poem. Still she hesitated, on the point of getting into her carriage.
XEMPERTF, WRBT—TF, ESLE,

The old lady sent a reply:
EAKET—HE:

“Sad are the insect songs among the reeds.
“35 18] B BRIk 57,
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More sadly yet falls the dew from above the clouds.
BERGNRTZELHEKRET,

“I seem to be in a complaining mood.”

“BAANFBEEF RS, 7

Though gifts would have been out of place, she sent as a trifling memento of her daughter a set
of robes, left for just such an occasion, and with them an assortment of bodkins and combs.
SR BLEREZ, BiXT—E4LR, ETNEEIMNZIER, ARESMLAENRF, FH
w2 ) LRSS,

The young women who had come from court with the little prince still mourned their lady, but

those of them who had acquired a taste for court life yearned to be back. —

S5NhEF-ENEERNFBRLANEMNBEMES, EEF-EEENEELEETET

The memory of the emperor made them join their own to the royal petitions.

SEFIICIZERITAMEMTE - AEERE,

But no — a crone like herself would repel all the fine ladies and gentlemen, said the
grandmother, while on the other hand she could not bear the thought of having the child out of
her sight for even a moment.

B2, GitXFE—NEZEALARLMBNRAMAGT(IEMAY, XL ELRIERFEAE
CHIMEMA—2 )L,

Myobu was much moved to find the emperor waiting up for her. —
WEAMEFTESFM, MARK, —

Making it seem that his attention was on the small and beautifully plant garden before him, now
in full autumn bloom, he was talking quietly with four or five women, among the most sensitive
of his attendants. —

FEMUFHEESENREEN 2 ERAMEN/NEEMERENRR, tHERERRSNARRERNG

TR, —

He had become addicted to illustrations by the emperor Uda for “The Song of Everlasting

Sorrow” and to poems by Ise and Tsurayuki on that subject, and to Chinese poems as well. —
ik EFSREN (KIRIR) FAEEE, CARFIRR X FXANEBFR, £EPETF

gk
aA o

He listened attentively as Myobu described the scene she had found so affecting. —

IABRrEWERHA IS IANITR, —
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (7/BAR{)

He took up the letter she had brought from the grandmother.

=ik 7 ER MR B AR BT REVE,

“I am so awed by this august message that | would run away and hide; —

‘BULLHRIERSHER, UETHELBARER;, —

and so violent are the emotions it gives rise to that | scarcely know what to say.

ESERBRALEEHZ, UETFHR/LFARE T 4,

“The tree that gave them shelter has withered and died.

LA IEEIP RV R E EFEZE ML,

One fears for the plight of the hagi shoots beneath.”
MHEDEERAERF FTHHZFRIE1E,

A strange way to put the matter, thought the emperor; but the lady must still be dazed with
grief. —
EEl'r-‘ILJ\IL,\y L*I:Fl}alfﬁu:b r L'f_LQHA 'EI \1 EFWHEEIEEE -

He chose to overlook the suggestion that he himself could not help the child.
{288 T B S XEFBEX N ISR,

He sought to hide his sorrow, not wanting these women to see him in such poor control of
himself. —

5 i E SRR, NEILXEZ ABEIMIEEIILERE, —

But it was no use. He reviewed his memo- ries over and over again, from his very earliest days
with the dead lady. —
BEXFTE, tt—EX —EHEMEHRMENLTHENRYIBF. —

He had scarcely been able to bear a moment away from her while she lived. —

RS, /L FLTEEARZ, —

How strange that he had been able to survive the days and months since on memories alone.

gniEETE, fhRAEKEICIZMMEIXILEH FMAN, —

He had hoped to reward the grandmother’s sturdy devotion, and his hopes had come to
nothing.
b BAEORESRENSE, BEMNEELANERE,
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“Well,” he sighed, “she may look forward to having her day, if she will only live to see the boy
grow up.”

IR, MbXRE, MR IAEEI BRI ZFRKA, MEFHEFERIN—X,

Looking at the keepsakes Myobu had brought back, he thought what a comfort it would be if
some wizard were to bring him, like that Chinese emperor, a comb from the world where his
lost love was dwelling. He whispered:

EERWNFOMNEEGm, 8, NREEMEGBUFTEET —HF, BHWEENEAMTET
BFXEMFR, BREZ 20EE, tHREIEE

“And will no wizard search her out for me,

SEERBIEIME AT F M,

That even he may tell me where she is?”
EEHESHIRBMAERED ?”

There are limits to the powers of the most gifted artist. —

RBEXBHZAKMENBEER, —

The Chinese lady in the paintings did not have the luster of life. —

EfFPHFERTFRBEEILE, —

Yang Kuei-fei was said to have resembled the lotus of the Sublime Pond, the willows of the

Timeless Hall. No doubt she was very beautiful in her Chinese finery. —
MR IRGZBADHER, KIERREN, ELED), AR EREKHDT, H2EE
E"Jo -

When he tried to remember the quiet charm of his lost lady, he found that there was no color of
flower, no song of bird, to summon her up. —

Sl EEIZEMAEZNZTFITREIN, RILBENAE, heEEHNIREER MR,

Morning and night, over and over again, they had repeated to each other the lines from “The
Song of Everlasting Sorrow”:

FigE, —EBX—E, iEEESE (KR} PrYiFa:

“In the sky, as birds that share a wing.

“HMXLEH, FEH R,

On earth, as trees that share a branch.”
XEMMWES, MitERZEEXINTE—NTEINE,
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